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Back to School

Denied school education, Mamoon Akhtar has set up a school for the
underprivileged children. Shiv Sahay Singh finds out more

M

AMOON AKHTAR
was a student of a
reputed Englishmedium school in Howrah.
When he was in Class IX his
parents could no longer pay
his school fees and as a result
he had to drop out of school.
Now, decades after the incident, Mammon has not forgotten the pains of being
forced to quit school. At present he runs a school in Tikiapara in Howrah with about
2,000 students who just pay
Rs 5 per month. Mamoon,
who used to work as a librar-

ian and give private tuition,
started the Samaritan
Health Mission (SHM) from
his own savings and donations.
In the beginning, the financial condition of SHM
was precarious and the annual budget was as low as Rs
38,000 per annum. Out of
this, Mamoon and his friends
contributed Rs10,000 and
the rest Rs 28,000 was collected out of door-to-door
collection from houses in the
locality and from some small
offices. It was an uphill task

and required persistent and
tireless efforts. He also motivated the local college-going
poor girls of the locality to offer their services by teaching
these children on the payment of a nominal honorarium of Rs 100 per month.
The noble mission of
Mamoon at 127, Noor Md
Munshi Lane in Howrah created quite a ripple among
the right thinking people of
Tikiapara. They realised the
importance of education and
wanted their children to be
well educated. SHM believes

that anything given free of
cost will lose its value and
importance. Therefore, for
all its programmes, it
charges a nominal fees and
this has ensured the involvement of guardians, especially
mothers. All of them are
happy to be a part of the system. SHM, within a span of
six years, has brought about
an educational revolution as
it were in the neighbourhood. The story of these
eventful six years is that
3,000 children are back to
school —- they are continu-

ing their education and are
marching from strength to
strenght. The children of
SHM are being trained in
such a way that they develop
a feeling of compassion for
their fellow human beings
and uphold secular views
and love for their Motherland. SHM believes that children will serve the nation
better, they will be part of its
progress, and will break the
barriers of caste, creed and
religion.
Mamoon charges a nominal fees of Rs 5 from the chil-

dren per month. He says that
children should learn that
nothing is free in the world
and everything comes at a
price. Mamoon, after dropping out in Class IX, so far
has managed to pass his
Higher Secondary examination only.
The organisation is involved in a number of projects. It has ventured into almost every domain that can
help people access some
form of education and employment. The projects include vocational training for

How to get your job done!
Sabyasachi Bandopadhyay finds out how Netai Maity pleases
people with goodies and gets his work done

I

N HIS jhola he carries
a big jar that contains
goodies like toffes and
morabba. And he distributes them generously
among the people in the
court to get his job done.
But Netai Maity, enquiring officer and Government representative to
Calcutta High Court and
Supreme Court, does not
do this for his personal aggrandisement. Rather he
keeps the people in the
court in good humour so
that government jobs are
done without hassles.
At a time when finding
out land for setting up industries has become an
uphill task for the government it is because of the
relentless work of this officer that the government
has been able to retrieve
700 acres of land which
were occupied by various
people.
“Apart from that I have
been able to trace 5000
acres of land and to retrieve them from illegal
settlers I am fighting court
battles,’’ Maity, 59, who
stays at Dum Dum, says.
He also claims that he has
been able to save Rs 33
crore for the government
by retrieving government
land.
An MA and LLB from
Calcutta University, Maity
joined the land and land
reforms department in
1980 and gradually rose
to the post of an enquiring
officer.

“I have hardly taken
any leave in the last 13
years when I am liasing on
behalf of the state government with government
pleaders and other advocates in the High Court
and the Supreme Court,”
the officer who stays with
his wife and son, an engineer, says.
It was Maity who retrieved land for the implementation of the Ganga
Action Plan. “The government needed land for the
plan but it was not getting
it. I found out from the
records that there was
land vested with the government but it had encroachers on them. So I
moved court and got the
people removed,’’ the officer said.
And the way he pleases
people with goodies is appreciated by all. “It is a
very simple method. He
will go to a clerk and will
give him Cadbury or some
other toffe. The job is
done fast,’’ a colleague of
Maity said.
And his job is lauded
by all in his department.
“In Writers’ Buildings, notorious for bad work culture, Maity is an exception. Had he been a
dishonest person he
would have hit pay dirt.
But he is honest to the
core and strict. For him
saving government money
is a mantra and he maintains it meticulously,’’ an
official said.

poor girls and widows, literacy programme of formal
school from Class I-IV for the
underprivileged children,
Samaritan Kindergarten,
Computer Literacy Programme for poor meritorious girls who do not have access to computer education,
sponsorship programme for
orphan boys and girls for education from the primary
level till Class X and further
studies.
The help for Mamoon
comes as people know
about his work. Organisations and caring friends

have come to his aid. Even
the American Consulate has
been attracted to his work.
In March the Consul General, Beth Payne, will inaugurate a project of SHM in
Howrah. As the efforts by
Mamoon
grow
from
strength to strength, he says
that there are many responsibilities and a large number
of underprivileged masses
to be taken care of. His
quest only goes on with
only one aim that no child
should be deprived of
schooling even if he has limited resources.

